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Aiaendmeitts to the Claims; 

This listing of claiins will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application; 
Listing , of Claims : 

€Mm 1-23 pane^let!^ 
W« ClasiiSi: 

24, (.New) An end cone insulator dimensioned for being disposed between inner and outer 
end cone housings in an end cotie region of a pollution control device, said end cone insulator 
coiiiptisin;'. t,!) cowniiv fibers ha\5ng a bulk shrinkage no greater than 10 percent using the 
ihcnual \Jochanica! An^ilyzcr test and \h) less than 50 weight percent inorganic colloida! 
materia! based on a weight of the ceramic fibers, wherein said end cone insulator is self- 
supporting, seamless, conical, flexible, non-intumescent and dimensioned for being disposed 
between inner and outer end cone housings in an end cone region of a polhuion control device, 

25, (Ne^v) The end cone insulator of claim 24, further comprising an end cone housing of a 

poHut-on ^.ontiol ocvkv .iMKbeii Ki 'in innoi surlljcc of the end cone insulator, attached to an 
outer surface of Iho end cone insuiator, or a conibmalion thereof, 

26, (New) The end cone insulator of claim 24, wherein the ceramic tlfoers comprise AbO? in 
an amount of at l<5asl 20 weight percent and SiOa in ati amount of at least 30 weight perceni 
based on the weight of the eeramie fibers. 

27 (New ) I end cone insulator of claim 26. wherein the ceramic fibers are crystalline, 
miciocrs siallme, or a combination thereof. 



(^Ns.\v> Ihe end cone insulator of claim 24, wherein said end eone insulalor fortber 
conipns.UK' lSh nrganK binder. 
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29. (New) The end cone insulator of claim 24, wherein said end cone insulator iias a 
compressibilit>' value no greater than 750 kN/m^ when the mount density is about 0.4 g 'nil. 

3(1, (Nlv\) '\ pollution control device ha\ing an end cone region comprising mi end copx 
insulator, according to claim 24. sandwiched between inner and outer end cone housings. . 

3 i . (New) A pollution control device having an end cone region comprising an end cone 
insulator, according lo claim 25. iclvxi between inner and outer end cone housings- 

32. (New) A pollution control do\ ice ha\ ing an end cone region comprising an end cone 
insulator, according to claim 26, sandwiched between inner and outer end cone housings. 

33. (New) A pollution eeatrol deviee having an end cone region comprising an end cone 
insulator, according to claim 27. sandwiched between inner and outer eiid cone housiiigs, 

34. (New) A polluUon <„u!Urol vk\ h n lii^o an tad cono -"ci'scn coifMin->)njL an otiJ 4,one 
insulator, according lo cianii 28. sandwiched between jnner and outer end cone housuigs, 

35 (New) A pollution control device having ait end cone region comprising an end cone 
insulator, according to claim 29. sandwiched between inner and outer end cone housings. 

36 (New* A method of making m end cone insulator dimensioned for bi^nig J^spo^^cd 
bctv\ocn innt-i and vuuer end cone housings in an end cone region of a pollution control device, 
said method comprising; 

preparing an aqueous slurry comprising (a) ceramic fibers having a bulk shrinkage no 
greater than 10 percent using the Thermal Mechanical .Analyzer test and (b) less than 50 weight 
percent inorganic coUoidal material based on a weight of the ceramic itbers: 

s acuuni forming a conical-shaped preform from the aqueous slurr>' on a permeable 
formiitg die; 
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drying the preform to produce an end cone insulator, said end cone insuiator being self- 
supporting, seamless, conical, flexible, non-intumescent and dimensioned for being disposed 
bet^^-een inner and outer end cone housings in an end cone region of a pollution control deme, 

37 (Ke^v) The method of claim 36j wherein said vacuiim forming further comprises' 

inserting the prctbrm into or onto a shape-retaining device while the preform is supparied 

by the permeable forming die, 

transferring the preform to the shape-retaining device, and 
remo ving the- permeable ibrrntng die. 

38. (New) The method o! cLum 37, wheiein the shape-rctaming de\ice is an inner end cone 
housing or an outci end cone iiousiug of an end cone region of a poUution contiol device. 

39. (New) The method of claim 38, vvherein the end cone insulator is attached to the end 
cone housing. 

40. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the ceramic fibers arc microctystafiine, 
cr>'~stalliae, or a combkation thereof, 

41. <Ncw) The method of claim 36^ wherein the ceramic fibers compris:e AljO.i in an jimount 
of at IcaM ?Jj wci^'hi petcent and SiOa in an amount of at least 30 weight percent based on the 

weight of the ceramsc fibers. 

42. (.N'ow) The method of cbim 36,wherein the .slurry further comprises an orgtuuc binder, 

4^ tN-^s\) A method of making a pollution control device ha\ing an end cone region 
tomprising inner and outer end cone housings, said method uoinpuping, 

disposiiiji an end coiic msulatu'- i't" .i the i^fK^ d;\. outer end *.one bousing-^ of the 
poUuiion cuntiol de\5ce- where the end cone insulator is mtide according to the method of clann 
36. 
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